Prees Heath Common Reserve i Re-creating Heathland 2006-12

Arable cultivation Area 2 in 20041 before reserve purchase.

Area 2 fallow in June 2006 i reserve just purchased



Deep-ploughing Area 2 in March 2007

Area 2 in May 2007 i after the deep-ploughing (potatoes sprouting)



Area 1, October 2007 i sand rolled flat following acidification with sulphur (Area 2 also treated)

Area 2 in November 2007 i spreading heather brash harvested from Cannock Chase



Area 2 in February 2008 i the brash rolled out over the raw sand

heather seedlings appearing

Area 2 in July 2008 i



Area 2 in June 2009 i heather seedlings have established best in the slight depressions of tyre or
ploughing furrows. Rabbit grazing was a concern.

Area 2 in August 20107 a carpet of Ling from the Cannock Chase heather brash, and around 50%
survival of the 10,000 Bell Heather plugs grown from seed harvested from Prees Heath.



Area 2 in August 2011.

Area 2 in August 2012. Black Ants Lasius niger are now being found in the margins of this area and
bringing high expectations for the Silver-studded Blue butterfly to be breeding on the new habitat
within the next few years.



